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Chapter 2 Introduction
2.1 This Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) has been prepared byWest Lancashire District

Council to set out the planning guidance in relation to the major mixed-use redevelopment of
Skelmersdale Town Centre. The SPD will be a material consideration for the District Council
when determining all planning applications for the town centre.

2.2 The SPD provides planning guidance on various aspects of the regeneration project and
includes a Masterplan which provides a framework for how the town centre might be developed.
It identifies the key development principles of the project, including the mix and scale of different
land-uses and how these fit together to create an integrated, functional and vibrant town centre.
It also deals with the important issue of urban design, through the preparation of an
accompanying Design Code, and sets out how new travel links and pedestrian routes will make
the town centre more accessible and create better connections with surrounding estates. The
SPD does not attempt to fix the design and location of individual buildings and the Masterplan
is not intended to be an exact representation of what will be delivered. The developer will need
to design a scheme, once the necessary assessments and studies have been undertaken,
based upon the principles set out in this SPD.

Skelmersdale Town Centre - Context

2.3 Skelmersdale Town Centre covers some 98 hectares of land and includes the area of land that
stretches north from the Concourse Centre to the existing Asda store.

Overview of Skelmersdale Town Centre

2.4 Skelmersdale Town Centre cannot be considered a traditional town centre and has not evolved
from a historical base. The town centre comprises of a number of isolated buildings with poor
connections. For example, the Public Library, Police Station, Nye Bevan Pool and College are
all in stand-alone locations with low quality public space in between. The location of the existing
Asda foodstore and the Concourse Shopping Centre are detached and do not encourage linked
trips. The town centre is devoid of having a 'sense of place' or true identity and there is a limited
alternative purpose for visiting, other than for day time shopping. Skelmersdale currently lacks
any form of night time economy.

Current Retail Provision in Skelmersdale Town Centre

2.5 Skelmersdale Town Centre currently offers a limited retail provision compared with other regional
town centres. The Concourse Centre does not attract major retail traders such as high street
fashion retailers. Many of the regular high street names typically associated with towns of a
similar size to Skelmersdale are not present. The town centre fails to provide opportunities in
terms of flexible retail space for many retailers.

2.6 This means that residents of Skelmersdale travel further afield to Wigan, Liverpool, Southport
and Ormskirk to fulfill their retail needs. Skelmersdale Town Centre now needs to compete with
these centres and provide attractive retail opportunities that will make people choose to shop
and visit Skelmersdale over other centres.

Open Space within Skelmersdale Town Centre

2.7 Within and adjacent to the town centre are wooded valleys, the main one being the Tawd
Valley. There are also open grassed areas used in part for informal recreation. These areas
are currently underused by the surrounding population and present barriers in movement to
and from the main shopping areas, isolating it from the surrounding housing areas. Consultation
has demonstrated that these areas are viewed as having an unsafe environment, particularly
in the evenings. Vandalism and fly tipping has degraded the environment, increased the
maintenance challenge and added to the disincentive for people to use these areas

2.8 However, the wooded Cloughs also present a tremendous opportunity to provide informal
recreation opportunities at the heart of the town centre, with some of the open areas providing
an opportunity to deliver new homes and sustainable transport connections to link the town
centre back into the urban fabric.

Current Access arrangements in Skelmersdale Town Centre

2.9 Skelmersdale evolved on the basis of a 'car first society'. The town itself has excellent access
to the motorway network, with the M58 running alongside its southern edge. The road and
transport network around Skelmersdale was designed around the car, with a complex network
of main roads and estate roads linked by a series of roundabouts. Pedestrian routes were
deliberately separated from roads which has left a legacy of footways and subways that people
do not feel comfortable using due to the perceived risks of crime. Many people choose to walk
by the side of the road rather than use the footway and subway network.
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Figure 2.1 Existing Road Network in Skelmersdale

2.10 The one way system around the existing town centre also gives priority to the private car and
acts as a barrier for local people who wish to walk and cycle into the town centre. The resultant
impact is that people have created their own desire lines, cutting across areas of open space
to create informal footpaths following the most direct and comfortable routes. However, such
direct and informal routes may not provide the safest way into the town centre, particularly at
night time.

2.11 The existing public transport system within Skelmersdale is limited. There is a frequent bus
service which provides access toWigan, Ormskirk and Southport but given the distance journey
times can be high. There are very limited local bus services operating in the town itself with
many residents favouring the use of private taxi. There are no direct train services within
Skelmersdale with the closest rail station being located in Up Holland, approximately 2 miles
to the south east of the town.

Figure 2.2 Existing Public Transport Routes

Current Housing within Skelmersdale Town Centre

2.12 The great majority of housing within Skelmersdale was constructed in the1960s and 1970s
and was based on the Radburn layout. This radical layout of housing included orientating
properties away from roads and the creation of communal walkways through estates. Over
time the design of such estates has been shown, in combination with other social and economic
factors, to cause anti-social behaviour problems and the quality of the housing in general is of
a low standard.

2.13 The poor layout of the existing housing in Skelmersdale has resulted in a range of problems.
In addition, the estates are surrounded by large areas of open space. Most of the existing
housing is separated from the town centre by such open areas of land. This results in detaching
Skelmersdale in a series of estates rather than one cohesive settlement area. Due to the
Radburn design of housing estate there is limited natural surveillance and little sense of
ownership over public spaces.
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Figure 2.3 Aerial Photograph of Skelmersdale Town Centre
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